
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: February 10, 2005    ITEM NO.  2 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

82-DR-2003#2 
6928 E 5th Avenue Remodel  
   

LOCATION 6928 E 5th Avenue 

REQUEST Request approval to change previously approved building colors.  
 

OWNER Van Leer Insurance 
602-956-5900 

ENGINEER       
      

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

Phoenix Design Group 
LLC 
480-451-9773 

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

Victor Olson 
Phoenix Design Group 
LLC 
480-451-9773 
 
 

BACKGROUND Zoning. The property is zoned Central Business District, Downtown Overlay 
(C-2, D-O). The zoning district permits retail and office uses. 
 
Context. The site contains an existing building and is located mid-block on Fifth 
Avenue, specifically 6928 Fifth Avenue, between Indian School Road and 
Goldwater Blvd.  The properties on the east, west, and south property boundaries 
are also zoned Central Business District, Downtown Overlay (C-2, D-O). An 
alley and the Arizona Canal are located to the north of the site. 
 
History. On January 22, 2004, the Development Review Board approved case 
82-DR-2004, which was a renovation and expansion of the existing building.  
The renovation consists of refinishing the exterior walls, adding wrought iron 
elements, adding a spiral staircase in the front, and painting the building. Since 
that time, the applicant has made all of the improvements to the building and is 
currently seeking a final Certificate of Occupancy.  The only difference is the 
applicant has painted the building different colors from what was approved by 
the Board on January 22, 2004. 
 
Related Cases. 68-DR-74, 9-BA-74, and 82-DR-2004 
 

APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
The applicant requests approval to change the previously approved colors of the 
building. The original colors approved in January 2004 were dark cream (Paint 
Finish ICI #416 -Sandy Cove) for the main body of the building with accents of 
lighter cream (Paint Finish ICI #530 - Camelcoat). With this application, the 
applicant proposes yellow (Pittsburg Paints Color #213, 4 - Golden Glow) for the 
main body of the building with accents of lighter yellow (Pittsburg Paints Color 
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#214, 3 - Dusty Yellow) and rust/orange (Ace Hardware Paint Color #45B - Mom’s 
Pumpkin Pie).  

DISCUSSION 
 
 
 

In reference to colors, the Downtown Urban Design and Architectural 
Guidelines states, “The use of color in Downtown buildings should seek an 
overall harmony and limited palette.  Colors should follow those now in 
predominant Downtown use: light and muted earth tones for the basic surfaces 
with strong hues and dark colors only used for accents”.   
 
The guidelines recommend:  

• Ground Surface: Warm earth tone colors 
• Wall Surfaces: Off whites (ivory, Navaho white, or other off-white earth 

tones) or light sunbleached pastels. 
• Accents: All colors, including intense saturated colors if used in small 

areas such as courtyards, stairs, doors and windows, ornament and 
moulding. 

 
The applicant used warm earth tone colors (Sandy Cove and Camelcoat) for the 
walls and accents of the building in the previous case.  Those colors met the 
intent of the guidelines, were satisfactory to staff, and approved by the 
Development Review Board.   
 
The guidelines do not recommend:  

• Highly –reflective colors that cause a glare. 
• Saturated hues and bright colors except for use in small areas. 

 
The new colors that have been painted on the applicants building and proposed 
in this application are brighter colors, which could cause a glare, particularly the 
yellow (Golden Glow).  The yellow is proposed for the main body of the 
building and not used as an accent. Staff has found that they do not meet the 
intent of the guidelines and has recommended the applicant tone down the 
brightness of the proposed colors and redistribute them.  
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends denial of the proposed building colors (Golden Glow, Dusty 
Yellow, and Mom’s Pumpkin Pie). Staff recommends approval of the previously 
approved building colors (Sandy Cove and Camelcoat). 
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STAFF CONTACT(S)  
Bill Verschuren 
Senior Planner 
Phone:  480-312-7734 
E-mail: 
bverschuren@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 

 
Lusia Galav, AICP 
Development Planning Manager 
Phone:  480-312-2506 
E-mail: lgalav@scottsdaleaz.gov

ATTACHMENTS  
1. Applicants Narrative 
2. Context Aerial 
3. Color Elevations (approved vs. proposed) 

 
 





POSTING

N
Q.S.
17-44

ATTACHMENT #2

6928 E 5th Ave. Remodel 82-DR-2003#2
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